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g- Mr. WOLF. I yield to the gentleman 
~ from Virginia. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS oX Virginia.. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise co engage In a. col- 
loquy with the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. wow), the chairman of the 
subcommittee, and the gentleman from 
Maryland :mt Ruppersbbroer) on an 
Important Issue regarding democracy 
in Venezuela. 

Mr, Chairman. 2 weeks ago. several 
m ambers of Congress went to Ven- 
ezuela and heard about the Intimida- 
tion by the Venezuelan Goverament.of 
a^democracy advocate nameaCMafaa? 
^ecrtnaBM whido^-Ms . Machado iB^trie 
leader of Sumate. a Venezuelan non- 
governmental electoral watchdog. Cur- 
rently, she Is charged by the Ven- 
ezuelan Government for accepting 11- 
lloit foreign financial contrlbutiODB 
Tram our own National Endowment For 
Democracy. 

Recently, Me. Macbado was Invited 
to the White House to see the Presi- 
dent and share her concerns about the 
endangered state of democracy In Ven- 
ezuela. This CongrcDB should ntand be- 
hind Me. Maohado and support the 
growth of democracy In Venezuela. 

Mr. WOLF- Mr. Chairman. I thank 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM 
DAVIS). 

Mr. RUFFERSBERGKR. Mr. Chair- 
man, win the gentleman yleld7 

Mr. WOLF. I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. RUPPERSBEROER. Mr. Chair- 
man. I concur with the gentleman's In- 
terpretation of the difficult situation 
m Venezuela. Sumate has been one 
Venezuelan institution that has been 
willing and able to monitor the anti- 
democratic behavior of the Vonezuelan 
OovarnrtiBnt. It has been able to bring 
the attention of the world to the de- 
cline in democracy In that country. 

Mr. Chairman, this Congress should 
be supporting democratic inetttutions 
In Venezuela and those individuals 
fighting on the side of democracy. Does 
the gentleman from Virginia agree7 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman. I do. I 
thank the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. tom Davis) and the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. KUPPWWBEROER) 

for their statements and leadership. 

1 think by their epeakint today it 
sends- a message to the world with re- 
gard to the Importance of ns promoting 
democracy and freedom in Venezuela. 
Democracy and human rights, whether 
It be in Venezuela or any place else, are 
baalc fundamental freedoms that mint 
always be preserved and supported. 

The United States should always 
stand with those fighting for those 
freedoms. The United States should 
continue to send a clear message to ev- 
eryone that we will stand with people 
11 be Ma. Machado and others like her 
who apeak out for democracy. 

I think what the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Tom Davzsj and the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. 
RUFrXAsaKRCXR) have done is send a 
message to the world. They have sent a 
message to the National Endowment 
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For Demooraoy that when there la an- 
other grant application, that applica- 
tion should be met so she has that op- 
portunity for freedom. 

Mr TOM DA VIE of Virginia. Mr. 
Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. WOLF. I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS or Virginia. Mr. 
Chairman, moving to one Other matter, 
It is my understanding that the 2006 
Science, State. Justice and Commerce 
Appropriations bill requires agencies to 
notify the Committee on Appropria- 
tions 16 days before funds are repro- 
grammed to implement ©-government 
Initiatives. 

As the chairman of the authorizing 
committee with Jurisdiction over the 
E-Government Aot, and in faot I was 
one of the authors of the E-Govern- 
ment Act, I would ask the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Woir) if be wui 
share information (hat he obtains with 
the Committee on Government Reform 
on the funding and implementation o£ 

a-government initiatives in this bill BO 
we oonld be so advised. 

Mr. WOLK Mr. Chairman, yes, I 

would be happy to provide the Com- 
mittee on Government Reform with in- 
formation received from the adminis- 
tration regarding e-government initia- 
tives. 

AMIHOMWT HO. 1 OFFERED BT Ma. OHOOOLA 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Chairman, I offer 
an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk win des- 
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol- 
lows: 

Amendment No. 1 offered by Mr, CHOCOt-A - 
Page 109. after line 7, In Bart the following: 
TITLE Vm — ADDrnONAXi GENERAL 
PROVISIONS 
SEC. 101. None of the funds made available 
by thlB Act may bi need by the National Aer- 
onautic/! M d Bpace AdnUnUcratlon to em- 
ploy any Individual under the title "artl.t In 
residence". 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of June U, the gen- 
tleman from Indiana (Mr. Chocola) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizee the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Chocola). 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Chairman. I yield 
myself euoh time as I may consume 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Walk) for his good 
work on this bin. I also appreciate the 
opportunity to offer this amendment 

This amendment ia really about 
prioritizing spending and fieoal respon- 
sibility. Over the last 2 yeare. NASA 
has spent $30,000 for an artlst-ln-resl- 
dsccs program. My amendment Is de- 
signed to prevent or limit that practice 
in the future. 

Mr. Chairman, nowhere In NASA's 
mission does It say anything about ad- 
vancing fins arts or hiring a perform- 
ance artist. In fact, Laurie Anderson, 
the person that was chosen to perform 
the role of a performance artist, when 
she was called to be offered the job, she 
said, Sure, what do I do? 


And the response she got from NASA 
was. Well, ws do not know: ws have 
never done this before. 

One of the first things that I did Hi 
3003 after I showed up an a new Member 
of Congress Is I attended a memorial 
eervloe for the Colombia astronauts. 
Certainly, spending money by NASA on 
a performance artist and a artlst-ln- 
residence program does nothing to 
make sure that the shuttle program 
gets back into space and prevents such 
tragedies in the future. 

Now 320.000 may not seem like muoh 
in the Halls of Congress; but to the av- 
erage American family, it is a signifi- 
cant amount of money. I wish J could 
say that NASA is boldly wasting tax- 
payer money wnere no agenoy has 
wasted it before, but I am afraid that 
the artlst-ln-resldence program is just 
a symptom of a bigger problem. 
. Recently, the Heritage Foundation 
Identified S386 billion of waste, fraud, 
and abuse In government spending. 
Every American business and every 
American family must make hard deci- 
sions to stand by their budget and 
eliminate wasteful funding, and the 
Federal Government should be no dif- 
ferent and NASA should not be spend- 
ing taxpayer dollars on a performance ■ 
artist. I encourage a-11 of my colleagues, 
to support this amendment. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. CHOCOLA. I yield to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman. I think 
this is a good amendment and I accept 
It. 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Chairman, I re- 
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Ohalrmaa. I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman. I rlee not In opposi- 
tion. I am going to agree to the amend- 
ment, but I would like to have some 
comment before I do. 

Mr. Chairman, I think this Is a re- 
grettable amendment for a number of 
reasons. 

First of all. It Involves an awfully lit- 
tle bit of money. Secondly, I think it 
sends a really bad signal. Indeed, one of 
NABA's missions is to Inspire; and It 
has had an arte program, a very small 
arts program since 1962. Such lumi- 
naries as Norman Rockwell have par- 
ticipated in it over the years. 

It is In furtherance of port of NASA's 
mission. NASA's mission Is to Inspire, 
to educate. Indeed, in the education 
theme of NASA's FY 2006 budget, it 
states: "To develop the- next generation 
of explorers. NASA miist do its part to 
inspire and motivate students to pur- 
sue careers in science and technology 
and engineering and In mathematics." 
□ 1600 

A pare of It is connectivity. One of 
the waye NASA has done that, If any- 
one has visited its facilities, is through 
beautiful murals and other art initia- 
tives. This particular Initiates that 
the gentleman is speaking to le the ap- 
pointment of Laurie Anderson as an 
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